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Headteacher’s Update

February 1st saw the start of 
Children’s Mental Health 

week. To kick-start the week, 
students at home and in school 
watched the national assembly, 
celebrating being different.

Throughout the rest of the 
week, students were provided 
with different things 
they could do each 
day to help support 
positive mental 
health. These included 
things like at the desk 
stretching, yoga, how 
to deal with stress 
and ideas on ways 
to help our young 
people express or talk 
about their feelings. 
Although students 
were not required 

Like most things this year, our 
Year 11 mock exams came 

and went with a difference; no 
exam tables, no exam hall, no 
external invigilators pacing up 
and down the aisles. They were, 
however, conducted with as 
much military precision as in any 
other year, and we really saw 
students rising to the challenge 
of adapting to the changes. We 
were also delighted with the final 

Children’s Mental Health Week

Y11 Mock Exams

We are so pleased to have 
students back in school and 

we have been really impressed 
with the level of maturity students 
have adopted towards the most 
recent changes in our health 
and safety regimes, with Lateral 
Flow Tests and face masks in 
lessons. Lockdown was difficult 
for everyone – students, families 
and staff - so we all welcome the 
return to lessons in school and 
the opportunity for students to 
learn alongside their peers, with 
specialist teachers and skilled 
support staff. That said, we were 
very impressed with the quality 
of work produced during home 
learning as you will see in this 
newsletter.

We are very grateful to all 
those who have supported us 
through these challenging times, 
with the provision of equipment 
(IT devices for home learning), 
messages of support, and most 
recently our band of volunteers 
who have given of their time so 
readily to help with the mass 
testing of students on their return. 
Over the last couple of months 
we have received donations of 
additional reading books for 
students to enjoy from a local 
charity, and a range of costumes 
and props from a film company for 
use in drama. 

We hope that we are now able 
to continue with learning on site, 
and we strongly encourage families 
to keep on top of the twice weekly 
home tests for students. This is 
another way to try to help keep our 
school and our wider community as 
safe as possible.
Mrs P Wilson, Headteacher

results from the mocks which, 
despite most students working 
from home since March during 
the first lockdown, showed just 
how hardworking our students 
are.  Despite the Government 
cancelling exams again this year, 
we have very high hopes that our 
students prove themselves as 
capable as any other year group; 
they deserve the recognition!
Mr A Hunter

to hand in anything, there were 
lots of students who chose to 
share their poetry, pictures and 
exercises they had undertaken 
throughout the week.

Well done to all who got 
involved.
Mr A Hara

Choices

For a Year 9 student, February 
is a particularly important 

month. They begin the ‘choices’ 
process and consider both the 
subjects they’d like to study at Key 
Stage 4 and also, more broadly, 
where these subjects could take 
them, Post 16. The process this 

year has been a little different, 
with a Virtual assembly and 
Parents’/Carers’ presentation, 
followed by the sharing of subject 
videos. We had a 97% return rate 
on students’ initial preferences, 
which is excellent.  
Mr A Hunter
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Lois Tookey won the school 
final of the FameLab 

Academy competition held on 
the 11th February, with her vieo 
presentation on how reading 
affects the brain. Runners up 
Natasha Walmsley and Bailey 
Johnson tackled the topics of 
anxiety and whether men could be 
as maternal as women.  

Lois will now compete in the 
Gloucestershire final against 7 
other schools. 

This is what Lois has to say 
about her experience:

“I love reading. That’s why I 
researched how reading affects 
our brains for my speech. The 
research I did was very interesting 

Years 10 and 11 have 
connected with a selection 

of real business people via 
Microsoft Teams over the 
past few weeks. Robin Waite 
from Fearless Business, Dan 
Hamby, Head of Operations for 
Muller UK and Nicola Gooch 
of Erwin Mitchell Solicitors 
talked about managing logistics, 
marketing, the legislative and 
legal implications of setting up a 
business and how Covid-19 has 
affected businesses, amongst 
other important issues affecting 
businesses, covered in the GCSE 
Business course. 

Students with business ideas, 
wanting support/help in making 
this a reality can email Mr Bargh 
cbargh@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk, 
who will endeavour to help.

Year 7 Lockdown Learning

The FameLab Experience Business and IT Matters

And how do the tutees feel?

“Even though lockdown was 
difficult, I think it really made me 
appreciate how much being with 
my friends and having human 
interaction plays a part in school 
lives. To keep some similarity, I 
found it useful to video call my 
friends during and after doing 
work. Furthermore, when I got 
ready for the school day by getting 
dressed out of my pyjamas and 
having breakfast, the sense of 
routine often kept me motivated 
to begin my week and complete it 

thoroughly. I enjoyed spending the 
time with my family too and tried to 
make the most of the time we had 
at home.” 
Emily Bown, 7HLF

“Lockdown learning was fine. 
I really enjoyed PE as it helped 
me to stay motivated. I also had a 
routine to help me – I got up, had 
breakfast and started learning and 
on a Friday I went to my Granny’s 
house. Sometimes when I had 
worked hard, I got a Lego set. At 
tutor time, all my friends were 
online. Lockdown learning has  
been fun.”
Sarah Hawker, 7HLF 

“What I liked about online 
learning is that you can start your 
work at any time of the day, pick 
when to have your breaks and work 
at whatever speed you like. ”
Tiara King, 7HLF

and I learnt loads, not just about 
the topic I researched, but also 
topics the other speeches were on. 
I had the privilege of meeting the 
FameLab UK winner of 2018, Lucy 
Guile, who helped me with building 
confidence and improving my 
speech. If you ever get the chance 
to participate, it is an amazing 
experience and you will definitely 
benefit from it.”  
Lois Tookey, HCP

I was really pleased to witness the resilience and motivation that my 
tutor group have shown in their approach to online learning. I believe 

it has been especially difficult for the Year 7 cohort as 2020 was quite 
turbulent in terms of their transition from Year 6. During lockdown, 
we held virtual tutor sessions once a week where we discussed the 
importance of routines and motivation, as well as ways in which we 
could improve our mental health and well-being while at home. To see 
such positive attitude and engagement from so many, made me very 
proud to be a tutor. Miss L Fowke
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As part of their online learning, Year 10 students studied a range 
of poets; they used their knowledge of poetic approaches and 

their personal experience to explore the current theme of ‘Covid-19’. 
Students explored how it is portrayed in the media and their own 
thoughts and feelings.

Y10 Poetry

COVID-19
Where will we be in 2022,
Still at home with nothing to do?
Online lessons and zoom calls,
Shopping left at people’s doors.
No days out, or people around,
Just more people being put in the 

ground.
NHS staff working endless shifts,
Compassion and selflessness is 

their gift.
Oxygen masks and PPE,
Is the only thing you can see.
Lying there, in the hospital bed,
With only the beeping in their head.
Ambulances queueing with their 

eyes of blue,
Will it all be over, by 2022?
Ruby Hannis, 10RKB

COVID-19
Hands, Face, 

Space,

Oh great, 
another case,

Now a year in,

Just get in the 
bin,

People’s mental health going 
downhill,

Everyone’s emotions like a 
windmill,

The NHS are hard at work,

The new strains are letting out a 
smirk,

Please COVID, we miss our 
education,

We are supposed to be the new 
generation,

Please COVID, I want to hug my 
grandad,

Please COVID please understand,

My teenager years are not to 
remember,

COVID’s been around through two 
Decembers,

6 feet apart,

COVID do you have a heart?

As a person I want to grow,

So COVID, please go.

Madeleine East, 10DLC

The Two Perspectives
It’s so quiet, everywhere is closed,
The virus is dangerous, we can’t be 

exposed,
I see the same four walls every day 

in my house,
The outside is silenced, just like a 

mouse,
I feel so alone in this boring 

lockdown,
I can’t see my friends, I’m about to 

drown,
It all seems bleak with no end…
Will this disaster ever end?
Always at work, I’m so very busy,
I’m so exhausted, starting to feel a 

bit dizzy,
I cannot see my family, it is too 

grave,
I must stay away, I have lives to 

save,
So many people and so many faces,
It’s hard to keep up 

with the amount 
of paces,

It all seems bleak with 
no end…

Will this disaster ever 
end?

Melody Tari, 10RKS

Ewan’s Happy Lockdown 
Poem
Coronavirus is great,

It halts pollution in its destructive 
tracks,

It brings our overpopulation down,

And we don’t have to go to school.

BUT

Coronavirus is not so great,

After all,

Domino’s no longer do stuffed 
crust pizza,

The virus pokes us and torments us,

So we run back to our homes.

Covid-19 is now the overlord of 
our world,

Keeps everything in order,

Everything in its place.

No holidays for us,

Home is our workplace,

Some are punished,

Those who do not obey.

A harmful dose of temperature,

Cough and no smell,

Will it leave you stranded in your 
room,

Like a prisoner in its cell?

Covid-19 vs NHS,

Who will win?

Mr Virus makes an attack,

And the NHS fights back.

But the NHS are outnumbered,

We just can’t get along,

Corona can still see us,

Without our invisibility masks on.

So what will happen next?

Will the vaccine kill the virus?

The real question is,

Will Domino’s stuffed crust pizza 
come back?

Ewan Meek, 10DKWI
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Couch to 5k Independent Study

During lockdown, 
the students were 

tasked with the couch to 
5km challenge and the 
response was amazing; 
not just from the students, 
but from parents who 
joined in in an attempt 
to improve their 
cardiovascular endurance. 
Students downloaded 
the app or followed the 
written instructions 
week by week and sent 
in pictures and talked 
about their experiences. It 
was a great success. I am 
certain that the Maidenhill 
family is much fitter after 
lockdown!

Mrs S Kendry

Key Stage 3 students have 
been producing a selection 

of mouthwatering cullinary 
delights at home as part of 
their Food and Nutrition 
independent studies.

Sarah Hawker, Y7

Hollie Baxter, Y7

Logan Blanch, Y8Lois Tookey, Y9

Taiya Stopford, Y7 Jorja Pillinger, Y9

Year 11 student, Jasmine Williams, has 
been keeping herself busy by making 

and decorating her own birthday cake! 
The cake is a Victoria sponge which she 
decorated with delicate sugar flowers. 
Jasmine constantly practices in order to 
perfect her technique, as she wants to train 
in this area once she has finished school and 
then open her own cake business one day. 

Practice makes perfect…
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Year 11 have been working 
on their final major project 

for GCSE Art on the theme 
of Alice in Wonderland. They 
explored the imagery, set up still 
life arrangements at home and 
photographed them. Drawings 
have been created from these 
photographs and have built a 
strong collection of work ready 
to develop into individual final 
pieces. 

Year 10 students have 
continued to work on their 
GCSE food themed project and 
created a collection of drawings 
using different types of marks 
and materials. The pen drawings 
of take away food show their 
favourite foods drawn to show 
off the textures and details. They 
then moved onto looking at the 
Bristol artist Emma Dibben and 
using felt tip pens and adding 
water with a paint brush they 
turned the pen into paint with 
splashes, splatters and spray 
added. 

For our Man Made project, 
Year 9 artists have been inspired 
by Pop Artist Jim Dine and his 
studies of tools. They created still 
life drawings of a saw, hammer, 
spanner, screwdriver, etc. in pen, 
using crosshatching to add in 
tone and texture. They’ve also 
drawn scissors and cutlery with 
a range of materials available 
to them at home. To finish the 
project, artists constructed 
cardboard sculptures of 
hammers, saws and spanners, 
having to be resourceful and 
creative with what they had at 
home. 

Well done all!
 Mrs D Glover

Art Projects

Year 11 Art Projects

Jacob Tremlin

Jasmine Court

Maisie Colwell

Millie Franklin

Pippa Benn Ruth Spring
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Year 9

Year 10

Jonathan Ryan

Grace Savagar

Melody Tari

Harrison Gladwin

Isti Katona

Keeley 
Bingham-
Roberts

Ed Percival

Natasha 
Walmsley

Chloe Merrick
Elsie Hall
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TERM 5  TERM 6

Monday 19th April 2021 Start of Term 5 Monday 7th June 2021 Start of Term 6

Thursday, 6th May 2021 Y8 Parents’ Evening Wednesday, 30th June 2021 Sports Afternoon

Thursday, 20th May 2021 Full Governing Body Meeting Tuesday, 2nd July 2021 Inset day

Monday, 3rd May 2021 Bank Holiday Thursday, 8th July 2021 Full Governing Body Meeting

Friday, 28th May 2021 End of Term 5 Wednesday, 21st July 2021 End of Term 6

  Thursday, 12 August 2021 GCSE Results Day

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Let the Music Speak…

Thank You!

Alumni

Well done to the students 
who completed their 

singing exams during lockdown 
– a great achievement as they 
didn’t get a lot of practice before 
submitting the evidence:

Grade 1: Skye Rees – Merit,  
Ellie-Jean Middle – Merit,  
Bliss Ackland – Distinction

Grade 2: Isabella Parris – Pass,  
Georgina Knight – Pass

Grade 3: Lucy Austin – Pass,  
Cameron Beech – Merit,  
Leona Beech – Distinction

Grade 4: Ruby Hatherall – Pass

Gloucestershire Gateway 
Trust donated a crescendo 

of spring bulbs to Maidenhill as 
part of their community partner 
scheme. This enabled a positive 
outdoor activity for the Year 10 
bubble, thereby supporting their 
well being. In collaboration with 
Gloucestershire literacy project, 
Read with Me, they have also 
donated in excess of 200 books to 
the school.

Delta Nine IT, on their part, 
supplied a selection of laptops to 
help all our students access remote 
learning, both during lockdown 
and for future home learning, 

Despite COVID-19, Samuel 
Banks is dancing his way 

to success. Currently in his final 
year at Central School of Ballet 
in London, he starred as a mouse, 
among other characters, in a 

shortened, 
filmed version of 
their traditional 
performance 
of ‘The 
Nutcracker’. 
Samuel also 
hopes to go 
on tour with 
Central Ballet in 
the spring.

With continued COVID 
restrictions it is looking likely that 
this year’s Summer Concert will 
also take place in the form of a 
‘virtual’ event. We will learn from 
the first one and make this one 
bigger and 
better. If you 
are interested 
in taking part 
then please 
get in contact 
with Mrs Ball.  
dball@
maidenhill.
gloucs.sch.uk

which was gratefully received.
Bad Wolf, the company 

responsible for the BBC 
productions A Discovery of 
Witches, and His Dark Materials 
gifted the Performing Arts 
department with an array of 
much needed costumes, shoes, 
accessories and props.

And where would we be 
without all the volunteers 
from the community that have 
come forward to assist with the 
mammoth task of Lateral Flow 
testing all students three times?

Thank you all for your 
invaluable support and generosity!

Artistic Flair

Keeley Bingham-Roberts 
(Y10) likes expressing herself 

through her art and is on her way 
to establishing herself as an artist.  
She has already sold seven of her 
own prints, with artistic styles 
ranging from steampunk and 
watercolours to photorealism.


